CRA MEDIA RELEASE

COMMERCIAL RADIO & AUDIO

2024 ACRA Awards Crowns Podcasting Powerhouses

Embargoed until 10.15PM AEDT, Saturday, 12 October 2024

The 35th Australian Commercial Radio & Audio (ACRA) Awards lit up Sydney tonight, celebrating the creators
shaping the future of Australian audio. Leading the charge was Hannah’s Story (9Podcasts, Nine Radio),
which took home Podcast of the Year. Produced by Jess Lodge, Melissa Downes, and Adam Buncher, this
true crime sensation has captivated audiences and cemented its place as a genre-defining series.

Brittany Hockley and Laura Byrne of Life Uncut (ARN/iHeart) were awarded Podcast Host(s) of the Year,
solidifying their position as queens of the society and culture genre, where raw, real-life conversations reign
supreme. Joey Watson (LISTNR, SCA) was recognised as Best New Talent — Podcast, marking him as a
rising voice in the increasingly popular comedy space.

“Podcasting is rewriting the rules of modern media. Tonight’s winners reflect the magic of this medium—the
intimacy, depth, and creativity allow listeners to feel connected. Whether it's an investigative series like
Hannah’s Story or the unfiltered, relatable stories of Life Uncut, these podcasts are shaping conversations in
Australia,” shared Lizzie Young, Commercial Radio & Audio’s (CRA) Chief Executive Officer.

Recent data from the Australian Podcast Bi-Annual Report showcases a nearly 9% increase in monthly
podcast listeners in 2024. Genres like true crime, society and culture, and comedy lead the pack, while health
and fitness and family content are seeing a surge as audiences diversify their listening habits.

“Podcasting is bridging generations and connecting with people in ways that traditional media simply cannot,”
Young continued. “It’s giving creators a platform to tell stories that resonate, and tonight’s winners are proof
of the boundless potential of this medium.”

Key 2024 ACRA Awards Podcast and Digital Award Winners:
e Podcast of the Year: Hannah’s Story, 9Podcasts, VIC — Jess Lodge, Melissa Downes, Adam
Buncher
Podcast Host(s) of the Year: Brittany Hockley & Laura Byrne, Life Uncut, ARN/iHeart, Sydney, NSW
Best New Talent — Podcast: Joey Watson, LISTNR, Sydney, NSW
Most Innovative DAB Format: iHeartTrivia, iHeartRadio Team, NSW
Best Podcast Producer: Jess Lodge, Hannah’s Story, 9Podcasts, Brisbane, QLD
Best Podcast by a Radio Show: The Reporter True Stories, 6PR, Perth, WA, Nine Radio

“The 2024 ACRA Awards aren’t just about honouring great work; they’re about celebrating the future of audio.
Podcasts are shaping how we consume content, and these creators are leading the way. We’re only
beginning to scratch the surface of what’s possible,” Young concluded.

Performances from The Screaming Jets, Dean Lewis, Baker Boy, and IVANA made the night an unforgettable
celebration of Australian audio’s most exciting talents.

2024 ACRA Awards media collateral

¢ Red (pink) carpet photos (available 8pm 12 Oct): 2024 ACRA Awards Pink Carpet
e Winners’ photos (available 10:30pm 12 Oct): 2024 ACRA Awards Winners
¢ Highlights vision (available 12am 13 Oct): 2024 ACRA Awards Videos



https://acras-press.dphoto.com/album/41ni9m
https://acras-press.dphoto.com/album/41ni9m
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/sy7crl0d0bev5sx0z4p3s/ANMdy1xH9vdhoMtZOGL5xBU?rlkey=54nu0pajdcontrwil4l7bhjwa&st=o4pu1qpk&dl=0

Media contact: Aisling Nesbitt — aisling.nesbitt@commercialradio.com.au 0433 859 686

About Commercial Radio & Audio

CRA is the peak industry body representing the interests of commercial radio broadcasters across Australia. CRA promotes the
effectiveness of radio and audio to advertisers, manages audio research and insights, metropolitan and regional audience
measurement surveys, the Australian Podcast Ranker, revenue reporting, industry innovation, industry codes and standards, and
regulatory and legislative matters. CRA hosts the ACRA Awards and HEARD, the audio industry showcase.

Follow us: LinkedIn | Instagram

More info: commercialradio.com.au | radioapp.com.au | digitalradioplus.com.au
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